
 

 

 

REPORT TO  

THE SOUTH WALES POLICE AND CRIME PANEL 
 

14th July 2015 

Committee on Standards in Public Life inquiry into local 

policing accountability – Final report 

 

Purpose of the Report 
 

To advise the Panel that Committee on Standards in Public Life has concluded 
its inquiry and has produced its final report “Tone from the top – leadership, 
ethics and accountability in policing.” 
 

 

 

 

1.0 Background / Information 

1.1  The Panel has received a letter from the Committee on Standards in 
Public Life (see attached) advising that it has concluded its inquiry into 
local policing accountability. Details of this inquiry and accompanying 
documentation was agended at the Panel’s meeting on 21st October 
2014. 

 
1.2 As part of the inquiry the Committee on Standards in Public Life 

requested that a number of questions be addressed and these 
questions and the Panels responses were reported to the Panel at its 
16th December 2014 meeting. 

 
1.3 The Committee on Standards in Public Life has now concluded its 

inquiry and has produced its final report ““Tone from the top – 
leadership, ethics and accountability in policing”1.  

 
1.4 The Committee on Standards in Public Life refer to Police & Crime 

Panels throughout the Report particularly in Appendixes F & G  and 
make a number of recommendations in the report that relate to Police 
& Crime Panels. However for ease of reference the recommendations 
that relate directly to Police and Crime Panels are copied below:-  

 

                                                           

1
 A copy of the report can be found on the Committee on Standards in Public Life’s website 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/439208/Tone_from_the_top_-
_CSPL.pdf 



 

 
 

R9 Police and Crime Panels should review the PCC’s Annual Report in public 

session attended by the PCC as part of their annual scrutiny programme and 

make any recommendations as appropriate. 

 

R10 As a matter of good practice:  
 

• PCCs should publish a forward plan of decisions identifying the subject 

matter of the decision, why it is key, the meeting at which the decision is 

due to be taken, who will be consulted before the decision is taken and 

what reports/papers will be available for inspection; and 

 

• Police and Crime Panels should produce a forward plan of work 

specifying, as appropriate, the information required from PCCs in order 

for them to carry out that work.  

 

R19 The Committee endorses the Home Affairs Committee’s recommendations 

that:  

 

• Police and Crime Panels inquire and report into the circumstances 

whenever a chief constable’s service is brought to an end irrespective of 

whether the Schedule 8 scrutiny process is formally engaged. 

 

• The Home Office bring forward proposals to extend the Schedule 8 

process to include scrutiny by the police and crime panel where a 

commissioner chooses not to agree to an extension of the chief 

constables’ contract to bring it in line with the process for the removal of 

a chief constable. 

 

 
 

2.0 Recommendation(s) 

2.1 The Police and Crime Panel is asked to note the content of the 
response. 

 
 

Simon Jones 

Senior Solicitor 

Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council 

 

 


